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The narrow belt and the scattered holdings hamper
the use of animal labour or other collective methods of
farming. They are the chief causes of the technical
backwardness of farming in China.

Moreover, in a single plot there may be several
owners, each of whom is responsible for his own belt.
We have seen how this gives rise frequently to disputes
on water regulations.

The small size of holding of the Chia limits the num-
ber of children who can be raised. On the other
hand, the relatively large landholders will raise more
and consequently the size of their holding
will be reduced within a few generations. Under these
conditions* the ratio between land and population is
adjusted.